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Installation Instructions 

TEXTILE SADDLEBAGS 

 
 

 
Please Read! Please read and understand these instructions completely before installation to 
avoid possible injury to yourself, or damage to the accessory or vehicle. Read all Cautions, 
Warnings and Notes within installation instructions and on bags. If you are unsure about 
securing the bag, please contact us at 1-800-558-7755.  Monday through Friday 8:00 am - 4:30 
pm CST 
 
 
Iron Rider Textile Saddlebags 
 
Congratulations on the purchase of your new Iron Rider saddlebags.  When assembled to your 
bike they will be a versatile storage solution that you will find useful in your travels across town or 
across the country.  They can be used by themselves or in conjunction with the many other Iron 
Rider modular luggage components.   
 
Assembly: 
 

1. Open Saddlebags and remove contents  
2. Locate the 4 rigid plastic supports.  
3. Insert the supports under the fabric flaps on the sides and bottoms one end at a time.  
4. The angled end of each support goes towards the front (angled end) of the bag.  
5. The middle of the support can be bowed inwards to allow the second end to be inserted.  
6. Make sure the fabric finished side of the support is the side that is visible.  
7. When assembled, the supports should rest flat against the sides and bottom and provide 

a full rigid shell.  
8. Assemble the bags together by connecting the two independent yoke straps.  

 
Installation: 
 

 
 

• The saddlebags must be installed so as not to interfere with rear wheel or suspension 
components.  Failure to assure adequate clearance will result in serious injury.  
Obstructing side reflectors is not recommended. 

• Saddlebag supports are REQUIRED.  
• Allow for AT LEAST 2 INCHES of clearance from exhaust components.  
• Obstructing side reflectors is not recommended, reposition the reflector if necessary.  
• Allowing straps to hang loose may cause damage to packs and/or painted finishes. 

Hanging straps may become entangled in the wheel or drive chain or belt resulting in 
serious personal injury and/or property damage. 

 
 
 

1. Place saddlebags over tail of bike with angled ends towards the front of the bike.  
2. The bags will be most secure when placed underneath passenger seats so they rest 

directly on the rear fender  
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3. Adjust the overlap of the yoke strap connections to raise or lower the bags and align 
them to the bike.  

4. Use the 4 supplied straps to secure the bags to the bike by attaching the J-clips to the D-
rings on the bags.  

5. Depending on your specific application, additional improvised attachments may be 
required to properly secure the bag.  

6. Keep straps safely away from all moving parts and exhaust components.  
 
Usage: 
 

 
 

• Do not exceed 7 lbs. of weight in each bag  
• Load the bags evenly from side to side as an unbalanced load will adversely affect 

handling.  
• Place heavier items on the bottom of the bag to maintain a low center of gravity as this 

will improve handling.  
• Always perform a pre-ride check to be sure proper clearance from moving parts and hot 

exhaust components.  
• Check the bags periodically when loaded as loads may shift while the bike is moving.  

 
There are versatile water-resistant liners stored in an external pocket at the front of each 

bag. Use these liners to protect your gear on or off the bike.  They can also be used as duffel 
bags to remove your cargo without removing the entire saddlebag. 

 
 
Care and Cleaning: 
             

Use a mild detergent and soft brush to remove dirt or road grime from the bags.  Rinse 
thoroughly and dry before use.  Do not put in washer or dryer.  Dry-cleaning is not recommended. 
The bags are manufactured from heavy-weight water-resistant materials and also include water-
resistant liners; however, it is recommended that important papers, electronic devices, and 
valuable items be placed inside additional cases or covers for further protection in the event of 
extremely heavy saturation. 
 
6. CUSTOMER SERVICE: 

For further information contact Dowco inc. at 
DOWCO Inc. 
4230 Clipper Dr. 
Manitowoc, WI 54220 USA 
Phone: 1-800-558-7755 
Fax: 920-682-5891 
email: feedback@dowco-inc.com 


