W\ Product Evaluation: Bike Gear
P8 Dowco Fastrax Saddlebags

are saddlebags and then there are Elite
Saddlebags. These are the new Dowco Fastrax
Elite Series Saddlebags — lightweight, durable,
expandable, chock-full of features, and customizable
to whatever you ride. I’'m amazed by what these can
do. All the handy features are built-in, integrated,
and coordinated. There are no after-
thoughts here; Dowco obviously start-
ed with a clean slate and engineered
these bags to contain everything
you might ever need in a saddle-
bag in one complete package.
The body is made from
tough 1,680-denier polyester tex-
tile with carbon fiber-patterned
vinyl and reflective accents. The
Fastrax Elite bags are 16.5 x 8 x 7",
with an additional 4" adjustable drop-
down padded expansion floor — plenty
of room for a four-day trip. There are four
D-rings on the outside to help secure the
©  bags to the bike, and provided shoulder straps
" attach to the D-rings for carrying the bags when
" they’re off the bike. Or you could just use the molded

ln the world of add-on motorcycle luggage, there

hard data

Dowco Inc. . Fastrax Sport and Adventure Luggage, Elite Series

handles at the rear for
toting. I was especially
taken with the securing
straps. They’re not
bungee cords, and there
are no buckles; instead,
these are purpose-built saddlebag securing straps.
They snap in place and cinch up easily.

The waterproof zippers and attached rain covers
compress into their own storage compartments,
and there’s a clear panel over the audio/electronics
storage compartment with a port for wires. For
extra carrying capacity, there’s an external storage
panel with draw-tight expansion and Velcro straps.
The interior features a zippered pocket inside the
lid and a netted cargo hold-down.

Several fabric swatches — black, blue, green,
orange, pink, red, silver, white, and yellow — are
included for color-matching the luggage to your
motorcycle. Just slip the appropriate color panel
into the outside pocket. Antitheft security is
addressed with two steel wire cables and zippers
that are lockable (padlocks not included). Dowco
is rightly proud of its Elite Series and provides a
lifetime warranty. — Steve Lita

Five included securing straps
feature an innovative click-on
feature and rubberized stripes on
the fabric to maintain their grip.

$169.99  800/558-7755 . www.DowcoPowersports.com

*4 Widths, 3 Heights
*4 Colors

*Lowers Available
*Polished Stainless Steel
*Polished shield edges
*3/16” thick shield
*Each model Custom fit
*Custom sizes

Height and
angle adjustable. Polished
billet aluminum brackets.

RIFLE manufactures
replacement OEM Cruiser
windshields for more models
than anyone else.

(800)262-1237
(800)663-1016 Canada

+ Easy to install
+ Can be used with
H.a.c. Products Sissy Bars
+ Buckles with Quick-Release
+ Small stainless bracket on bike
+ Klicbag saddlebags fits all bikes
« Stainless buckles with Quick-Release

www.rifle.com

for Your Metric* Cruiser

*and American
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+ Patented and lockable Klic-system for fast on and off
+ Bag with interior, pocket with zip and pocket for maps

It only takes a second to on
www.klicbag.com 0800-848-6476




